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1.1 - Resident Population 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 1    Demography 

●  In the 10 years between 2003 and 2013, the population in Knowsley decreased from 149,800 to 146,100, a drop of approximately 370 residents per year and 2½%     

●  overall.  The decrease is attributed to net outward migration, more specifically people moving outside of Knowsley to another local authority area. 

●  Almost a third of the Knowsley population were aged under 25 (31.5%) in 2013 compared with 33.7% in 2003, overall the number of people in this age group has       

●  fallen by 9%. 

●  22% of Knowsley's population in 2013 were aged 60 years or over, 2% higher than the proportion in 2003. 

●  The average age of the population in Knowsley was 39.4 years in 2013, marginally lower than across the whole of England (39.5 years). 

●  The average age of the female population in Knowsley was more than 2 years higher than it was for males in 2013, 40.5 years compared to 38.3 years respectively. 

●  Knowsley has proportionally less people aged between 25 and 44 than England, but more people aged between 45 and 64. 

●  In the key younger age groups, there are 28,400 people aged under 16; 21,000 people of school age (5-16) and 3,900 people aged 17 or 18. 

●  There are 1,689 residents per square kilometre in Knowsley, only higher than St Helens (1,292) and Halton (1,593) in the Liverpool City Region. 

 

 

Figure 1.1: Knowsley Population Pyramid, 2013 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Table 1.1: Knowsley Population by Age, 2013 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Age Group Males Females Persons

Under 1 1,000 800 1,800

1-4 3,900 3,600 7,500

5-9 4,400 4,300 8,700

10-14 4,300 4,100 8,400

15-19 5,000 4,800 9,700

20-24 4,900 5,000 9,800

25-29 4,400 5,200 9,600

30-34 4,000 4,700 8,700

35-39 3,500 4,200 7,700

40-44 4,500 5,200 9,700

45-49 5,100 5,800 10,900

50-54 5,400 5,900 11,300

55-59 4,800 5,000 9,800

60-64 3,900 4,300 8,200

65-69 3,300 3,700 7,000

70-74 2,500 2,900 5,400

75-79 2,200 2,900 5,100

80-84 1,500 2,300 3,700

85-89 700 1,200 1,900

90 & over 200 600 800

Total 69,400 76,600 146,100

Resident population 

146,100 

(2013) 

7,200 more females 

than males in 

Knowsley (2013) 
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1.2 - Dependency Ratio 

Definition: 

The dependency ratio is a measure of the proportion of people in a population who are 

dependent (children and people of pensionable age) on those of a working age.  It is 

purely a measure based on demographics and doesn't take into consideration other 

factors such as the number of people of working age who are unemployed.  The ratio can 

be used to monitor the financial burden on the working population, e.g. pensions and 

social care. 

●  The dependency ratio was 63.4 in 2013, i.e. 63 children or people of pensionable age 

●  to every 100 people of working age. 

●  The overall dependency ratio peaked in 1996 at 69.5 but has fallen steadily since. 

●  Knowsley's dependency ratio is expected to increase markedly over the next 20        

●  years (above 80) and a new high is anticipated by 2019. 

●  The elderly dependency ratio has been increasing steadily for more than 20 years     

●  and stands at 31.7 in 2012. 

●  The elderly dependency ratio is expected to surpass the child dependency ratio in    

●  2014 for the first time and is projected to be 38.3 by 2023. 

●  The child dependency ratio peaked in 1995 at 41.6 but has since fallen steadily to     

●  31.8. 

●  Although the child dependency ratio has been falling, it is expected to rise once        

●  more to 35.5 in the next 10 years. 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 1    Demography 

Figure 1.2: Knowsley Dependency Ratio, 1992-2033 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Child dependency 

ratio fallen steadily 

over 20 years 

Elderly dependency 

ratio to be 38 per 100 

workers by 2023 
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1.3 - Projected Population 

●  Between 1981 and 2013, the population in Knowsley has fallen by 27,500 residents, a drop of 16% overall (860 people 

●  per year on average). 

●  In the 10 years following 2013, the population of Knowsley is expected to increase by 1,100 people; 800 of whom will 

●  be male and 300 will be female. 

●  It is expected that there will be an increase in the Knowsley population for a number of age groups by 2023 including 

●  those aged 5-14, 30-39 and over 55 years of age.  Decreases are expected between the ages of 15 and 24 as well as    

●  those aged 40-54.  

●  The largest increase is expected in the 60-64 age group for both males and females, with an additional 2,200 people  

●  expected in this age group in 2023.  

●  However, the largest proportional increase is expected in the 85 years and over age group which is expected to rise by 

●  1,600 people, an increase of 59% overall. 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 1    Demography 

Figure 1.4: Projected Change in Knowsley Population by Age, 2013-2023 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 1.3: Population Trends including Projected Knowsley Population by Gender, 1981-2023 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Population projected 

to increase for males 

and females by 2023 

Population aged 85 or 

over to increase 59% 

to 2023 
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1.4 - Registered Population 

Definition: 

The registered population is the number of people who are registered with a GP practice 

within a given area.  This can differ markedly when compared to the resident population 

as people can register with a GP practice outside of their local authority area. 

Figure 1.5: Knowsley Registered Population Pyramid, December 2014 
Source: PCIS, Open Exeter 

●  At the end of 2014 (December), the registered population in Knowsley was 161,900. 

●  There are 33 GP practices in Knowsley, giving an average list size of approximately    

●  4,900 people per practice. 

●  The registered population in Knowsley is 15,800 higher than the resident population, 

●  almost 11% higher. 

●  There are a number of reasons that contribute to the higher registered population   

●  figure including: 

        Knowsley CCG member practices that are outside of the Knowsley local authority 

        boundary thus with a large proportion of people living outside of Knowsley on  

        their register 

        Cross local authority border registration of people to GP practices 

        Practice list inflation, e.g. people have moved away from Knowsley but remain on 

        a Knowsley GP practice register.  

●  Proportionally, there are more people aged between 20-29 and 45-59 registered in  

●  Knowsley, the former being the opposite of the structure of the resident population. 

●  86.8% of people registered with a Knowsley GP practice live in Knowsley, with 8.6% 

●  residing in Liverpool, 2.6% in St Helens and 1.7% in Sefton. 

Registered population 

161,900 

(2014) 

13% of people registered 

with a Knowsley GP live 

outside the borough 
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Maternal Health 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

●  Age-specific fertility 

●  Total period fertility rate 

●  Low birth weight 

●  Infant & perinatal mortality 

●  Breastfeeding initiation 

●  Breastfeeding continuation 
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2.1 - Age-Specific Fertility 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 2    Maternal Health 

●  The generalised fertility rate in Knowsley during 2011-13 was 65.3 live births per 1,000 

●  females aged 15-44, slightly higher than England (63.8) and the North West (63.4). 

●  Since 2000-02, females in the 25-29 age group in Knowsley have been the most likely   

●  to have a baby.  This differs to the current picture in England where females aged 30-  

●  34 are more likely to have a baby than any other age group. 

●  The rate of births to females in the 25-29 age group in Knowsley has increased for        

●  more than a decade, and in 2011-13 there were 126.2 live births per 1,000 females in  

●  this age group, higher than the North West region (110.3) and England (103.3).   

●  Between 2001-03 and 2011-13, the largest increase in the fertility rate by a given age  

●  age group was in females aged 40 and over, an increase of 67%.  The largest decrease 

●  has been observed in females aged under 20, a fall of 31% overall. 

●  There were 1,816 live births in Knowsley during 2013, the lowest number recorded      

●  since 2003. 

 

Definition: 

The general fertility rate is defined as the total 

number of live births born to females who are of 

childbearing age (aged between 15 and 44 years). 

This provides a useful measure when studying 

population growth. 

 

Figure 2.1: Age-Specific Fertility Rates, 1995-97 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 2.3: Number of Live Births in Knowsley, 1995-2013 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 2.2: Change in Fertility Rates by Age, 2001-03 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

1,816 live births in 

Knowsley 

 (2013) 

65.3 live births per 

1,000 females aged  

15-44 (2011-13) 



Page | 8  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 - Total Period Fertility Rate 

Definition: 

The Total Period Fertility Rate (TPFR) is the average number of children that would be 

born to a woman who experiences the exact current age-specific fertility rates 

throughout her childbearing age.  The population naturally replaces itself if TPFR is at 2.10 

in industrialised countries. 

●  The total period fertility rate in Knowsley during 2013 was 1.86, below the               

●  replacement level required in industrial countries. 

●  England (1.85) and the Liverpool City Region (1.76) had a lower TPFR than Knowsley 

●  in 2013 but the North West region (1.88) and Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour        

●  Group (1.94) had a higher TPFR. 

●  TPFR across the Liverpool City Region has been lower than Knowsley from 1995 to 

●  2013 due to the relatively low TPFR in Liverpool over this period.  No area in the     

●  Liverpool City Region has a TPFR above replacement level. 

●  Between 1995 and 2013, the TPFR in Knowsley has ranged between 1.71 (2001)     

●  children to 2.05 children in 2012, but hasn’t reached replacement level in this time. 

Figure 2.4: Total Period Fertility Rate, 1995 to 2012 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

TPFR higher in 

Knowsley than England 

 (2013) 

TPFR lower than 

Liverpool City Region 

between 1995 and 2013 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 2    Maternal Health 

TPFR at 1.86 in 

Knowsley 

 (2013) 
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2.3 - Low Birth Weight 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 2    Fertility 

●  There were 442 babies born with a low birth weight between 2011 and 2013 in           

●  Knowsley, an average of 147 per year. 

●  The proportion of low birth weight babies born in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013 

●  was 7.7%, a slight increase from the 7.3% recorded in 2010-12. 

●  Low birth weight was higher in females (8.1%) than it was for males (7.3%) in               

●  Knowsley between 2011 and 2013, although the difference was not significant. 

●  Since 1995-97, the proportion of low birth weight babies born in Knowsley has ranged 

●  from 7.3% (2010-12) to 9.9% (1996-98). 

●  The proportion of low birth weight babies in Knowsley was marginally higher than      

●  England (7.4%), the North West region (7.3%), the Liverpool City Region (7.4%) and    

●  Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (7.5%). 

 

 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 2    Maternal Health 

Definition: 

Low birth weight is the percentage of live born and still born infants, 

where the birth weight was stated, with birth weight less than 2,500g in a 

given time period.  The low birth weight rate in a population is a good 

indicator of health problems that include long-term maternal 

malnutrition, ill health and poor health care. On an individual basis, low 

birth weight is an important predictor of newborn health and survival. 

Figure 2.5: Low Birth Weight, 1995-97 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 2.6: Low Birth Weight in the Liverpool City Region, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

7.7% of Knowsley 

babies with low birth 

weight (2011-13) 

Female babies more 

likely to have a low 

weight at birth (8.1%) 
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2.4 - Infant & Perinatal Mortality 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 2    Maternal Health 

Definition: 

Infant mortality is defined as the number of deaths under the age of 1 per 

1,000 live births over a given time period. 

●  The rate of infant mortality during 2011-13 was 4.2 deaths per 1,000 live births. 

●  In the 10 years since 2001-03, the infant mortality rate has fallen from 5.4 deaths per 

●  1,000 live births (a fall of 22%), however there has been an increase in each of the last 

●  two years. 

●  Although Knowsley’s infant mortality rate has risen in the last two years, it remains   

●  below the North West region (4.4) and the same as the Liverpool City Region (4.2).    

●  However, the rates across the whole of England (4.1) and in Knowsley’s Statistical       

●  Neighbour Group (3.5) are lower than Knowsley. 

●  The rate of perinatal mortality in Knowsley was 4.7 deaths per 1,000 live and               

●  stillbirths in 2011-13. 

●  Since 2001-03, the perinatal mortality rate in Knowsley has fallen by 45% - a fall          

●  brought about by a decrease in stillbirths and also deaths in the first 7 days of life. 

●  Perinatal mortality is lower than England (7.1), the North West region (7.4), the          

●  Liverpool City Region (6.7) and Knowsley’s Statistical Neighbour Group (6.1). 

Definition: 

Perinatal mortality number 

of stillbirths and deaths in 

the first week of life per 

1,000 live births in a given 

time period. 

Figure 2.7: Infant Mortality, 1995-97 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 2.8: Perinatal Mortality, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

45% fall in 

perinatal mortality 

since 2001-03 

4.2 deaths per 1,000 live 

births in Knowsley 

(2011-13) 

Infant mortality 

lower than the North 

West region 
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2.5 - Breastfeeding Initiation 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 2    Maternal Health 

●  The proportion of mothers initiating breastfeeding in Knowsley during 2013/14  

●  was 44.9%, an increase of over 4% since the previous year. 

●  There has been an 18.7% increase in Knowsley breastfeeding initiation rates       

●  since 2004/05. 

●  During 2013/14, breastfeeding initiation rates in Knowsley were significantly       

●  lower than England (74.0%); the North West region (64.5%); Liverpool City          

●  Region (54.0%) and Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (55.4%). 

●  Knowsley has the 2nd lowest proportion of breastfeeding initiation of all areas           

●  nationally. 

Definition: 

Breastfeeding initiation is defined as the proportion of mothers who 

breastfeed their child in the first 48 hours of their child's life. 

Figure 2.9: Breastfeeding Initiation, 2003/04 - 2013/14 
Source: Health & Social Care Information Centre 

44.9% of mothers 

breastfeed in Knowsley 

 (2013/14) 

2nd lowest levels of 

breastfeeding in 

England (2013/14) 
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●  The proportion of mothers continuing breastfeeding at 6 to 8 weeks after their child's birth in Knowsley was 19.9% in 2013/14. 

●  Breastfeeding continuation increased once more in 2013/14 after dropping to a rate of 17.5% in 2012/13. 

●  Breastfeeding continuation in Knowsley is significantly lower than across the whole of England (45.8%), the North West Region (32.8%), Knowsley's Statistical                

●  Neighbour Group (28.5%) and the Liverpool City Region (27.5%). 

●  The drop off rate from breastfeeding initiation to continuation in Knowsley was 25.1% in 2013/14, compared to 28.1% across the whole of England. 

●  Knowsley had the 5th lowest proportion of mothers who continue to breastfeed after 6 to 8 weeks of all areas nationally in 2013/14. 

●  Breastfeeding continuation varied between 18.2% (Prescot, Whiston, Cronton & Knowsley Village) and 28.9% (Halewood) in Knowsley during 2013/14.  

2.6 - Breastfeeding Continuation 

*Note: Knowsley continuation rate in Figure 2.11 varies from the rate in figure 8 due to including only people residing in Knowsley.  Figure 2.10 includes people registered with NHS services in Knowsley. 

*Figure 2.11: Breastfeeding Continuation at Area Partnership Board, 2013/14 
Source: 5 Boroughs Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 

Figure 2.10: Breastfeeding Continuation, 2008/09 - 2013/14 
Source: Health & Social Care Information Centre 
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●  Life expectancy at birth (males) 

●  Life expectancy at birth (females) 

●  Healthy life expectancy 

●  Causes of life expectancy gap 
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3.1 - Life Expectancy at Birth (Males) 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 3    Life Expectancy 

Figure 3.1: Male Life Expectancy at Birth, 1995-97 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

●  Life expectancy at birth in Knowsley for males during 2011-13 was 76.69 years. 

●  Male life expectancy at birth in Knowsley was significantly lower than England (79.41 years) 

●  and the North West region (77.98 years).  However, although male life expectancy at birth  

●  was lower than Knowsley’s Statistical Neighbour Group (77.12 years) and the Liverpool City 

●  Region (77.34 years), there was no statistically significant difference to Knowsley. 

●  Between 2001-03 and 2011-03, life expectancy at birth increased 3.3 years (4.5% in total),  

●  an increase of 40 months.  Over the same period, the absolute gap in male life expectancy  

●  at birth between Knowsley and England decreased by 4% from 2.83 years to 2.72 years. 

●  Male life expectancy at 75 years of age was 10.59 years in Knowsley, an increase of 1.93      

●  years (or 22%) since 2001-03.   

●  Male life expectancy ranged from 71.0 years in Northwood electoral ward to 81.2 years in  

●  Halewood North electoral ward, a gap of 10.2 years. 

Figure 3.2: Male Life Expectancy by Electoral Ward, 2009-13 
Source: Knowsley Public Health Intelligence Team 
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3.2 - Life Expectancy at Birth (Females) 

Figure 3.3: Female Life Expectancy at birth, 1995-97 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

●  Female life expectancy at birth was 80.84 years between 2011 and 2013 in Knowsley. 

●  Female life expectancy at birth was higher in Knowsley than Knowsley’s Statistical                  

●  Neighbour Group (80.78 years) but significantly lower than England (83.12 years), the North 

●  West Region (81.78 years) and the Liverpool City Region (81.50 years). 

●  Since 2001-03, female life expectancy at birth has increased by 2.89 years from 77.94 years.  

●  This represents an increase of 4% or 35 months.  Over the same period, the absolute gap    

●  between Knowsley and England decreased by 18%, from 2.77 years to 2.28 years. 

●  Female life expectancy at 75 years of age was 12.30 years in Knowsley during 2011-13, an   

●  increase of 1.72 years (or 16%) since 2001-03.   

●  Female life expectancy ranged from 75.9 years in Longview electoral ward to 86.0 years in  

●  Halewood North electoral ward, a gap of 10.2 years. 

 

Figure 3.4: Female Life Expectancy by Electoral Ward, 2009-13 
Source: Knowsley Public Health Intelligence Team 
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3.3 - Healthy Life Expectancy 

Background: 

Healthy life expectancy is an estimate of how many years a person may 

be expected to live in a 'healthy' state.  It is calculated using population 

estimates and mortality data (as with life expectancy).  In addition, a third 

component, health status (for example self-assessed general health) is 

also required to calculate healthy life expectancy. 

Figure 3.5: Healthy Life Expectancy, 2010-12 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

●  Healthy male life expectancy in Knowsley was 56.9 years in 2010-12.  This means      

●  that on average a male born in Knowsley would expect to live 74.2% of their life in   

●  ‘good’ health. 

●  Healthy life expectancy for males was significantly lower than England (63.4 years)  

●  and the North West region (61.3 years). 

●  In 2010-12, Knowsley had the 6th lowest male healthy life expectancy in England out 

●  of 150 upper tier local authority areas. 

●  In 2010-12, healthy female life expectancy in Knowsley was 57.5 years.  Therefore,  

●  on average a female born in Knowsley would expect to live 71.2% of their life in        

●  'good' health. 

●  Healthy life expectancy for females was significantly lower than England (64.1 years) 

●  and the North West region (61.8 years) in 2010-12. 

●  Knowsley had the 10th lowest female healthy life expectancy in England out of 150   

●  upper tier local authority areas during 2010-12. 

Healthy Life Expectancy: 

56.9 years (males) 

57.5 years (females) 

Life lived in 'good' health: 

Males (74.2%) 

Females (71.2%) 
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3.4 - Causes of Life Expectancy Gap 

●  Cancer remains the largest contributor to the gap in male life expectancy between  

●  Knowsley and England with 28% of the gap estimated to be due to this cause.  Lung 

●  cancer contributes more than half of this, or 17.4% of the total gap. 

●  Circulatory diseases and respiratory diseases each contribute approximately 18% of 

●  the gap in male life expectancy between Knowsley and England. 

●  For the gap in female life expectancy between Knowsley and England, respiratory    

●  diseases and cancer contribute the majority of the difference, 34.5% and 33.6%        

●  respectively. 

●  Digestive diseases are increasingly contributing to the gap in life expectancy              

●  between Knowsley and England for both males and females, 7.7% and 13.4%             

●  respectively in 2010-12.  

Figure 3.6: Contribution to Life Expectancy with England by Cause, 2010-12 
Source: Public Health England 

Broad cause of death Cause of death
Number of deaths in 

local authority

Number of excess deaths 

in local authority

Contribution to 

the gap (%)

Number of deaths in 

local authority

Number of excess deaths 

in local authority

Contribution to 

the gap (%)

Coronary heart disease 319 49 14.7 217 25 6.5

Stroke 93 .. .. 156 4 3.4

Other circulatory diseases 145 21 4.6 138 .. ..

Lung cancer 202 80 17.4 200 97 22.4

Other cancers 447 36 10.8 435 33 11.2

Pneumonia 90 18 3.1 122 22 4.7

Chronic obstructive airways disease 155 65 13.1 198 110 24.1

Other respiratory diseases 68 9 1.2 83 20 4.7

Chronic l iver disease including cirrhosis 35 5 1.5 28 10 3.9

Other digestive diseases 67 11 6.2 110 35 9.0

Suicide 35 9 4.6 10 1 0.9

Other external causes 77 23 10.0 57 16 3.9

Dementia 116 34 5.8 198 24 4.3

Other mental and behavioural disorders 1 .. .. 3 0 0.4

Infectious and parasitic diseases 16 0 0.8 23 3 ..

Urinary conditions 29 4 1.2 49 11 2.2

Ill  defined conditions 18 1 2.3 43 .. ..

Diabetes 9 .. .. 17 .. 0.4

Other 89 5 6.6 102 4 2.2

<28 days Deaths under 28 days 7 .. .. 4 .. ..

Total 2,018 2,194

Note:

..  The calculated contribution to the gap is negative

External causes

Mental and behavioural 

disorders

Male Female

Circulatory diseases

Cancer

Respiratory diseases

Digestive diseases

Table 3.1: Causes of the Life Expectancy Gap with England, 2010-12 
Source: Public Health England 

Other causes 
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4.1 - Main Causes of Death in Knowsley, 2013 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 4    Burden of Disease 

Figure 4.1: Main Causes of Death in Knowsley, 2013 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 4    Mortality & Morbidity 

 

Please note that mortality rates used 

in this chapter are not comparable 

with previous editions of the 

compendium due to a change in the 

re-calibration of the European 

Standard Population that is used in 

the calculation of directly 

standardised rates. 
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●  There were 4,279 deaths in Knowsley during the three-year period between 2011 and 2013, around 1,430 deaths per year. 

●  Knowsley's mortality rate for 2011-13 was 1,181.6 deaths per 100,000 population. 

●  Over the 10 years between 2001-03 and 2011-13, the mortality rate in Knowsley fell by 22%. 

●  The absolute gap between Knowsley's mortality rate and England's mortality rate reduced by 29% between 2001-03 and 2011-13. 

●  Mortality in Knowsley is significantly higher than England (977.8), the North West region (1,085.7) and the Liverpool City Region (1,122.0).  However, it is slightly        

●  lower than that of Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (1,183.6). 

●  There were 795 excess deaths in Knowsley during the 2011-13 period, an average of 265 deaths per year if Knowsley had the same death rates as England.  Of these 

●  426 were under the age of 75.  Excess  deaths occur in each age group after the age of 20, but are more pronounced after the age of 60. 

●  Knowsley had the 12th highest mortality rate for all causes in England, out of 326 local authority areas (highest 5%). 

●  The female mortality rate for all causes in 2011-13 was 1,042.6 deaths per 100,000 females, a reduction of 21% in the 10 years since 2001-03.  The male mortality      

●  rate for all causes was 1,374.7 per 100,000 males in 2011-13, a reduction of 24% since 2001-03.  

 

4.2 - All-Age All Cause Mortality 

Figure 4.3: Observed vs Expected Deaths for All Causes by Age, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 4.2: All-Age All Cause Mortality, 2001-03 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.3 - All Cause Mortality: Deprivation 

● The mortality rate in the most deprived 50% of Knowsley was 1,345.0 deaths per 100,000 population in 2011-13, compared to 992.9 deaths per 100,000 population in 

● the least deprived 50% of the borough. 

● The mortality rate in the most deprived 50% of Knowsley was 35% higher than the least deprived half of Knowsley in 2011-13, this difference is statistically significant. 

● Between 2001-03 and 2011-13, there was a 22% reduction in the mortality rate within the most deprived half of Knowsley - a similar reduction was observed in the    

● least deprived half of the borough. 

● The gap between the mortality rate in the most deprived half of Knowsley and the least deprived half of Knowsley reduced by 24% between 2001-03 and 2011-13. 

● Male and female mortality in the most deprived 50% of Knowsley was significantly higher than in the least deprived 50% of Knowsley during 2011-13. 

● Male mortality in the most deprived 50% of Knowsley was 1,571.0 deaths per 100,000 males in 2011-13 compared to 1,148.9 deaths per 100,000 males in the least    

● deprived half of the borough. 

● Female mortality in the most deprived half of Knowsley was 1,178.4 deaths per 100,000 females in 2011-13 compared to 881.7 deaths per 100,000 females in the       

● least deprived half of the borough. 

 

Figure 4.5: All Age All Cause Mortality by Deprivation and Gender, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 4.4: All Age All Cause Mortality by Deprivation, 2001-03 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.4 - Cancer Mortality 

●  Cancer was the most common cause of death in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013, accounting for 30% of all deaths during this period. 

●  In total, there were 1,296 deaths due to cancer between 2011 and 2013 (approximately 432 per year).  Of these, 665 were under the age of 75 (51% of the total). 

●  The premature mortality rate (deaths under 75 years of age) for cancer was 190.3 deaths per 100,000 population, significantly higher than England (144.4) and the    

●  North West region (160.6). 

●  The rate of premature cancer mortality in Knowsley was also higher in 2011-13 than Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (179.7) and the Liverpool City Region      

●  (172.3), but there was no statistically significant difference between the areas. 

●  Since 2001-03, the rate of premature cancer mortality in Knowsley has fallen by 19%. 

●  Between 2001-03 and 2011-03, the absolute gap in the premature mortality rate between Knowsley and England has narrowed by 29%. 

●  In the three-year period between 2011 and 2013, it is estimated that there were 163 additional deaths under the age of 75 due to cancer than would be expected if    

●  death rates in Knowsley were the same as England, that is approximately 54 per year. 

●  Premature male cancer mortality in Knowsley was 199.0 in 2011-13, higher than that for females (182.3).  However, since 2001-03, premature male mortality from    

●  cancer has fallen by 27% whereas the reduction for females was 10%. 

Figure 4.6: Under-75 Cancer Mortality, 2001-03 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 4.7: Observed vs Expected Deaths from Cancer by Age, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.5 - Lung Cancer Mortality 

●  There were 393 deaths due to lung cancer in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013, 30% of all cancer deaths.  Of these deaths, 197 were people under the age of 75. 

●  The rate for premature lung cancer mortality during 2011-13 was 57.1 deaths per 100,000 population, significantly higher than the rate across the whole of England  

●  (34.3) and the North West region (43.0). 

●  Although lung cancer mortality was higher in Knowsley than the Liverpool City Region (50.8) and Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (56.0), there was no               

●  statistically significant difference in the premature lung cancer mortality rate between these areas. 

●  Premature lung cancer mortality in Knowsley fell by 24% between 2001-03 and 2011-13. 

●  The absolute gap between Knowsley's premature lung cancer mortality rate and that of England narrowed by 35% in the 10 years since 2001-03. 

●  There were 83 excess premature deaths due to lung cancer for people under the age of 75 in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013 (approximately 27 per year), if           

●  death rates were the same as England. 

●  Knowsley had the 8th highest premature lung cancer mortality rate in England during 2011-13, out of 326 local authority areas. 

●  Premature female lung cancer mortality was 58.0 deaths per 100,000 females in 2011-13, a fall of 11% since 2001-03.  Over the same 10-year period, premature male 

●  lung cancer mortality has fallen by 34% and was 55.9 deaths per 100,000 males between 2011 and 2013 (lower than the female rate). 

Figure 4.9: Observed vs Expected Deaths from Lung Cancer by Age, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 4.8: Under-75 Lung Cancer Mortality, 2001-03 to 2011-2013 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.6 - Cancer Incidence 

● There were 1,031 new cases of cancer for males in Knowsley between   ●  

● 2010 and 2012 (about 344 per year). 

● The rate of cancer incidence for males was 772.9 per 100,000 males in        

● 2010-12, an increase of 8% since 2001-03. 

● There were more new cases of prostate cancer than any other type of       ● 

● male cancer in 2010-12, around 86 per year.  Prostate cancer was                

● responsible for 20% of all new cases of cancer in males. 

● The incidence of prostate cancer in males has risen by 12% between 2001-

● 03 and 2010-12 in Knowsley, and increased in 2 consecutive years. 

● Lung cancer cases have fallen by 13% in Knowsley for men since 2001-03,  

● and is now the 2nd most common cause of cancer in Knowsley men. 

● New cases of male colorectal cancer have risen by 30% since 2001-03. 

● Between 2010 and 2012, there were 1,344 new cases of females cancer in 

● Knowsley, approximately 448 per year. 

● Female cancer incidence in 2010-12 was 626.6 per 100,000 females, an      

● increase of 27% since 2001-03. 

● Lung cancer incidence was the most likely cause of cancer for Knowsley      

● females in 2010-12 with approximately 91 new cases per year. This is an    

● increase of 19% since 2001-03, rising in four consecutive years. 

● Breast cancer has traditionally been the most likely cause of cancer for       

● Knowsley women but has fallen by 15% since 2001-03.  In 2010-12, the rate 

● of breast cancer incidence was 126.1 per 100,000 population (86 new cases 

● per year). 

● New cases of female colorectal cancer have risen by 45% since 2001-03. 

Figure 4.10: Age-Standardised Cancer Incidence - Males, 2001-03 to 2010-12 
Source: National Cancer Intelligence Network, Public Health England 

Figure 4.11: Age-Standardised Cancer Incidence - Females, 2001-03 to 2010-12 
Source: National Cancer Intelligence Network, Public Health England 
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4.7 - Cancer Survival 

● The one-year survival rate for breast cancer in Knowsley was 95.6% for females 

● diagnosed in 2008-10.  This was marginally lower than England (96.5%). 

● More than four-fifths of females diagnosed with breast cancer in Knowsley        

● between 2004 and 2006 survived for five years (84.5%), slightly lower than         

● across the whole of England (85.3%). 

● The proportion of people from Knowsley surviving a diagnosis of lower                

● gastrointestinal cancer after one year was 76.8% in 2008-10, higher than the      

● survival rate across the whole of England (76.4%). 

● Just under half of people (48.8%) diagnosed with lower gastrointestinal cancer   

● in Knowsley between 2004 and 2006 survived for five years.  This was lower      

● than the rate across the whole of England (53.8%). 

● Survival rates for lung cancer are lower than they are for the other cancer types 

● in this analysis.  Just under one-third (31.2%) of people in Knowsley diagnosed     

● with lung cancer between 2008 and 2010 survived one year.  This was lower      

● than across the whole of England (32.8%). 

● Around 1 in 8 people (13.0%) in Knowsley diagnosed with lung cancer between 

● 2004 and 2006 survived for five years.  This was higher than across the whole of 

● England (8.7%). 

● More than 9 out of every 10 people diagnosed with a urological cancer in           

● Knowsley (91.5%) survived for at least one year.  This was lower than the 96.2% 

● across the whole of England. 

● More than four-fifths of people diagnosed with a urological cancer in Knowsley 

● (84.0%) survived for at least five years.  This was slightly lower than across the  

● whole of England (86.6%). 

Background: 

Cancer survival rates show the percentage of people who have survived a 

diagnosis for a certain type of cancer over a specific period of time.  The 

latest one-year cancer survival rates are available for three-year period 

between 2008 and 2010 and the latest five-year cancer survival rates are 

available for the three-year period between 2004 and 2006. 

 

Figure 4.12: One-Year and Five-Year Cancer Survival Rates, 2008-10 and 2004-06 
Source: National Cancer Intelligence Service 
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4.8 - Cancer Screening 

Figure 4.14: Breast Cancer Screening Coverage (age 50-70), 2009/10 to 2013/14 
Source: Open Exeter 

Figure 4.15: Bowel Cancer Screening Coverage (age 60-69), 2009/10 to 2013/14 
Source: Open Exeter 

● Cervical screening coverage in Knowsley was 77.2% in 2013/14, lower than England  

● (77.8%) and the North West region (76.9%). 

● Since 2007/08, cervical screening coverage has increased by 3.2% in Knowsley but    

● has fallen across England and the North West region over the same period. 

● Breast cancer screening coverage in Knowsley was 64.7% in 2013/14, lower than       

● England (72.3%) and the North West region (70.0%). 

● Coverage of breast cancer screening in Knowsley fell by 3.5% in the last 3 years, but 

● increased by 0.6% from 2012/13. 

● Bowel cancer screening coverage in Knowsley was 49.1% in 2013/14, lower than       

● England (58.5%), the North West region (57.4%) and Liverpool City Region (52.7%). 

● Bowel cancer screening coverage has increased by 6.4% since 2009/10 in Knowsley. 

Figure 4.13: Cervical Cancer Screening Coverage (age 25-64), 2001/02 to 2013/14 
Source: Health & Social Care Information Centre 
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4.9 - Cardiovascular Disease (CVD) Mortality 

● There were 1,033 deaths from cardiovascular disease (heart disease and stroke) between 2011 and 2013, this represented 24% of all deaths over this period in            

● Knowsley.  Of these deaths, 352 were people under the age of 75 (34% of all CVD deaths). 

● The rate of premature cardiovascular disease mortality in Knowsley during 2011-13 was 101.3 deaths per 100,000 population.   

● The premature CVD mortality rate in Knowsley during 2010-13 was significantly higher than England (78.2) and marginally higher than the North West region (92.8),   

● Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (97.8) and the Liverpool City Region (92.2). 

● Over the 10-year period between 2001-03 and 2011-13, premature CVD mortality decreased by 45%. 

● The absolute gap in the premature CVD mortality rate between Knowsley and England fell by 50% in the 10 years to 2011-13. 

● There were 83 excess premature CVD deaths under the age of 75 in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013 (28 per year) if Knowsley had the same death rates as England.         

● These excess deaths are predominantly occurring between the ages of 50 and 84. 

● Knowsley had the 27th highest premature CVD mortality rate for across England in 2011-13, out of 326 local authority areas - highest 10% overall. 

● Premature female CVD mortality has fallen by 40% since 2001-03 and in 2011-13 was 74.7 deaths per 100,000 population.  Premature male CVD mortality has fallen   

● by 49% over the same period and was 131.0 deaths per 100,000 population in 2011-13.  

Figure 4.17: Observed vs Expected Deaths from CVD by Age, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 4.16: Under-75 Cardiovascular Disease Mortality, 2001-03 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.10 - Respiratory Disease Mortality 

Figure 4.19: Observed vs Expected Deaths from Respiratory Disease by Age, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

● There were 757 deaths from respiratory disease between 2011 and 2013 in Knowsley, about 252 per year - this accounted for 18% of all deaths in Knowsley.  Of these 

● deaths, 198 were people under the age of 75. 

● The premature mortality rate from respiratory disease in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013 was 58.3 deaths per 100,000 population. 

● Between 2001-03 and 2011-13, the premature respiratory disease mortality rate fell by 14% in Knowsley. 

● The absolute gap between the premature respiratory disease rate in Knowsley and England narrowed by 8% in the 10 years up to 2011-13. 

● Knowsley's premature mortality rate for respiratory disease in 2011-13 was significantly higher than England (33.2) and the North West region (43.9), however            

● although higher than the Liverpool City Region (50.7) and Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (54.8), the difference was not statistically significant. 

● There were 87 excess premature deaths from respiratory disease between 2011 and 2013 in Knowsley (29 per year) if Knowsley had the same death rates as                

● England.  These excess deaths occurred particularly in the age groups over 60 years of age. 

● Knowsley had the 6th highest mortality rate due to respiratory disease in England out of 326 local authority areas in 2011-13. 

● Premature female mortality from respiratory disease was 46.0 deaths per 100,000 population in 2011-13, this was a decrease of 27% in the 10 years since 2001-03.     

● For males, premature mortality was 72.2 deaths per 100,000 population, this represents no real change since 2001-03. 

 

Figure 4.18: Under-75 Respiratory Disease Mortality, 2001-03 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.11 - Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) Mortality 

Figure 4.21: Observed vs Expected Deaths from COPD by Age, 2010-12 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

● There were 373 COPD deaths in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013, 49% of all respiratory related deaths.  Of these deaths, 117 were under the age of 75. 

● The premature COPD mortality rate in Knowsley during 2011-13 was 35.0 deaths per 100,000 resident population. 

● In the 10 years between 2001-03 and 2011-13, the premature COPD mortality rate decreased by 13% in Knowsley. 

● Over the same 10-year period, the absolute gap between Knowsley's premature COPD mortality rate and England's premature COPD mortality rate decreased by 12%. 

● Knowsley's premature COPD mortality rate was significantly higher than England (17.5) and the North West Region (23.6).  COPD mortality in Knowsley was also          

● higher than the Liverpool City Region (28.7) and Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (30.5), but not significantly so. 

● There were 59 excess premature deaths from COPD in Knowsley during 2011-13 (20 per year) than if Knowsley had the same COPD death rates as England.  These        

● premature deaths occurred over the age of 50 and were particularly high over the age of 70. 

● Knowsley has the 7th highest premature COPD mortality rate in England, out of 326 local authorities. 

● Premature female mortality from COPD was 32.9 deaths per 100,000 females in 2011-13, a decrease of 11% since 2001-03.  Premature male COPD mortality was         

● slightly higher at 37.4 deaths per 100,000 males in the same period, however this represented a reduction of 15% over the previous 10 years. 
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Figure 4.20: Under-75 COPD Mortality, 1995-97 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.12 - Liver Disease Mortality 

● There were 141 deaths attributable to liver disease in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013, about 47 per year.  This accounted for 3% of all Knowsley deaths during this 

● time period.  Of these deaths, 104 (almost three-quarters) were under the age of 75. 

● The rate of liver disease mortality was 32.2 deaths per 100,000 population in 2011-13. 

● Between 2001-03 and 2011-13, the mortality rate for liver disease increased by 4% in Knowsley. 

● The absolute gap in liver disease mortality between Knowsley and England reduced by 20% between 2001-03 and 2011-13. 

● Liver disease mortality in Knowsley was significantly higher than England (22.5) in 2011-13, and higher than the North West region (29.3), Knowsley’s Statistical           

● Neighbour Group (29.5) and the Liverpool City Region (32.1) in 2011-13. 

● There were 45 excess deaths in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013 attributable to liver disease (approximately 15 per year), that is if Knowsley had the same death      

● rates as England.  These excess deaths occurred in most age groups between the ages of 35 and 89. 

● Knowsley had the 11th highest rate of premature liver disease mortality in England (out of 152 local authority areas) – this puts Knowsley in the highest 10% overall. 

● Male mortality from liver disease was almost 50% higher (47%) than it was for females in Knowsley during 2011-13, 38.5 and 26.2 deaths per 100,000 population        

● respectively. 

Figure 4.22: All-Age Liver Disease Mortality, 2001-03 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 4.23: Observed vs Expected Deaths from Liver Disease by Age, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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4.13 - Excess Winter Deaths 

Background: 

Analysis of mortality levels show that during the winter months there are a 

consistently higher number of deaths due to colder temperatures than during the 

summer months.  Excess winter mortality is a measure used to monitor the extent 

to which mortality levels during the winter period exceed those in the rest of the 

year.  The Excess Winter Mortality Index (EWMI) enables comparisons to be made      

between areas as well as by age group and cause of death.  It is denoted as a  

percentage which indicates the level of excess deaths during the winter period. 
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● In 2013/14, provisional estimates indicate there were 47 excess winter deaths in 

● Knowsley, the 2nd lowest number in the preceding 10 years. 

● During the 2013/14 winter season, the provisional EWMI for Knowsley is 10.3%, 

● a substantial decrease from 2012/13 (22.6%).  A reduction was observed for the 

● North West region (13.2%) and England (11.7%) but are higher than Knowsley. 

● EWMI has ranged between 1.7% and 45.6% since 1991/92, highlighting the        

● degree of variability from year to year. 

● Analysis by age group in Knowsley shows that provisional estimates for EWMI in 

● Knowsley fell during 2013/14.  Indeed, the EWMI for the under-65 age group     

● was negative (-1.6%) and was 9.9% for the those aged 65-84 and 19.5% for        

● those aged 85 or over. 

● Figure 4.25 demonstrates the seasonal variation in the number of deaths and    

● highlights the peaks during the winter months.  Although there is variation, the 

● number of deaths has remained in the expected range over recent years except 

● during the spring/summer of 2011 which were significantly low. 

Figure 4.24: Excess Winter Mortality Index, 2001/02 to 2013/14 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 4.25: Quarterly Deaths in Knowsley, 2001-2014 
Source: Annual Death Extracts, ONS 
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4.14 - Mortality from Causes Considered Preventable 

Definition: 

Mortality from causes considered preventable aims to estimate the number of 

deaths that could potentially have been avoided by preventative public health 

interventions.  Numerous causes of death deemed preventable are included in the 

construction of this analysis and are attributed accordingly.  In light of medical 

advances and new treatments it is anticipated that the causes included in the 

analysis will change over time. 

● The mortality rate from causes considered preventable in Knowsley during 2011-13  

● was 261.3 deaths per 100,000 population. 

● This represented an estimated 1,000 deaths over this period, approximately 333       

● deaths per year. 

● Deaths considered preventable in Knowsley during 2011-13 accounted for                  

● approximately 23% of all deaths. 

● The mortality rate for causes considered preventable was significantly higher in         

● Knowsley than the North West region (224.6) and England as a whole (183.9). 

● Since 2001-03, the mortality rate for causes considered preventable in Knowsley       

● decreased by 27%. 

● The absolute gap between Knowsley and England in mortality for causes considered 

● preventable has narrowed by 30% since 2001-03. 

● Knowsley had the 7th highest mortality rate for causes considered preventable in       

● England out of 152 upper tier local authority areas. 

● Male mortality from causes considered preventable was 317.4 deaths per 100,000    

● population and was significantly higher than females (212.6). 
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Figure 4.26: Mortality from Causes Considered Preventable, 2001-03 to 2010-13 
Source: Public Health England 

Gap with England 

narrowed by 30% since 

2001-03 

Preventable deaths 

estimated to be 23% of 

all deaths in Knowsley 
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4.15 - Disease Prevalence 

● The condition with the highest proportion of people registered on a Knowsley primary care disease register is hypertension.  14.7% of the registered population have 

● diagnosed hypertension in Knowsley (23,619 people) compared with 13.7% across the whole of England. 

● The proportion of people aged 17 or over with diabetes (Type I and Type II) in Knowsley is 6.9% (8,950 people).  This is higher than England as a whole (6.2%). 

● Knowsley has a lower proportion of people on asthma disease registers than England as a whole, 5.4% compared to 5.9%.   

● The proportion of people aged 18 or over on chronic kidney disease registers is higher in Knowsley than England, 4.3% compared to 4.0%. 

● The proportion of people registered with a Knowsley general practice included on the coronary heart disease register was 4.5% in 2013/14, more than 1% higher than 

● the proportion across the whole of England (3.3%). 

● The proportion of people in Knowsley included on the chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) register was almost twice the proportion across the whole of ●  

● England, 3.5% compared to 1.8%.  Knowsley has the 2nd highest proportion of people on this register out of 211 clinical commissioning group areas. 

● The proportion of people in Knowsley included on the stroke and transient ischaemic attack (TIA) register is 1.8%, similar to England (1.7%).  In the same manner,        

● there are 0.7% of patients on the dementia register in Knowsley (England has 0.6%). 

Figure 4.27: Disease Prevalence in Knowsley Primary Care Registers, 2013/14 
Source: Quality and Outcomes Framework 
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●  Sexually transmitted infections 

●  HIV prevalence 
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5.1 - Teenage Conceptions: Under-18 
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● There were 94 under-18 conceptions in Knowsley during 2013, a rate of 32.1 per 1,000       

● females aged 15-17. 

● The rate in Knowsley during 2013 was significantly higher than England (24.3) and higher     

● than the North West region (27.6) but lower than the Liverpool City Region (32.3) and         

● Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (35.9). 

● Between 1998 and 2013, the rate of under-18 conceptions has fallen by 41% in Knowsley. 

● Over this time period, the gap between Knowsley and England has reduced by 5%. 

● 63.8% of under-18 conceptions in Knowsley during 2013 led to a termination in pregnancy.  

● This was markedly higher than England (51.1%) and the North West region (52.8%). 

● The rate of under-18 teenage conceptions in Knowsley ranged from 20.5 conceptions per   

● 1,000 females aged 15-17 in Swanside electoral ward to 69.7 conceptions per 1,000 females 

● aged 15-17 in Northwood electoral ward (more than three times higher). 

 

Figure 5.1: Under-18 Teenage Conceptions, 1998-2013 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 5.2: Under-18 Teenage Conceptions by Electoral Ward, 2010-12 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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5.2 - Teenage Conceptions: Under-16 

● The rate of under-16 conceptions in Knowsley during 2011-13 was 7.5 conceptions per 1,000     

● females aged 13-15.  There were 21 under-16 conceptions on average per year. 

● In comparison, the under-16 conception rate in Knowsley was higher than the North West          

● region (6.5) and significantly higher than England (5.5).   However, the rate in Knowsley was       

● lower than the Liverpool City Region (7.7) and significantly lower than Knowsley's Statistical        

● Neighbour Group (11.1). 

● The reported 63 under-16 conceptions in 2011-13 made up 20% of under-18 conceptions           

● between 2011 and 2013. 

● The under-16 conception rate has remained relatively stable between 1998-00 and 2011-13,      

● however there has been a 2.7% increase in this period.  
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Figure 5.3: Under-16 Teenage Conceptions, 1998-00 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 5.4: Under-16 Teenage Conceptions in the Liverpool City Region, 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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5.3 - Termination of Pregnancy 

●  There were 674 abortions in Knowsley during 2013. 

●  The age-standardised abortion rate in Knowsley during 2013 was 21.7 per 1,000 females aged 15-44. 

●  Since 2007, the age-standardised abortion rate in Knowsley has been significantly higher than the North West region and England. 

●  Between 2006 and 2012, the age-standardised abortion rate in Knowsley has increased by 29%, or by 4.9 abortions per 1,000 females aged 15-44.  This compares with 

●  a rise of 1% in the North West region and a decrease of 13% across the whole of England. 

●  The 18-19 age group had the highest age specific abortion rate in Knowsley during 2013 of 18.6 abortions per 1,000 females aged 18-19. 

●  For each age group, Knowsley had a higher age-standardised abortion rate than the North West region and England in 2013. 

●  The proportion of abortions in women aged under 25 was 47% in Knowsley during 2013, lower than the North West region (49%) but higher than England (45%). 

●  There were a higher proportion of NHS funded abortions in Knowsley during 2013 (99.3%) compared to the North West region (98.9%) and England (97.8%). 

●  The proportion of repeat abortions in Knowsley was 40.5% in 2013, higher than England (37.1%). 

●  Repeat abortions for women aged under 25 in Knowsley was 25.6% (higher than England) and 54.0% for women aged over 25 (also higher than England). 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 5    Sexual Health 

Figure 5.5: Age-Standardised Abortion Rates, 2006-2013 
Source: Department of Health 

Table 5.1: Abortion Rates by Age, 2013 
Source: Department of Health 

Knowsley

Abortions

Knowsley

Crude Rate

North West

Crude Rate

England

Crude Rate

Total 674 22.9 17.5 16.6

Under 18 58 19.6 13.5 11.7

18-19 77 38.6 27.8 25.1

20-24 185 36.7 30.7 28.7

25-29 169 33.5 24.5 22.7

30-34 104 22.4 16.7 16.6

35 & Over 81 8.3 6.5 7.2
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5.4 - Sexually Transmitted Infections 

●  Chlamydia was the most common sexually transmitted infection diagnosed in Knowsley during 2013 with 568 cases, a rate of 389.2 per 100,000 population.  This rate 

●  has increased by 8% since 2009 but is lower than the North West region (408.3) and England as a whole (390.2). 

●  There were 72 cases of gonorrhoea diagnosed in Knowsley during 2013, a rate of 49.3 cases per 100,000 population - an increase of 145% since 2009. 

●  The rate of diagnosis for herpes in Knowsley increased to 58.9 cases per 100,000 population during 2013 in Knowsley, but is similar to England and the North West. 

●  The number of genital wart cases diagnosed in Knowsley during 2013 was 238, a rate of 163.1 per 100,000 population - a decrease of 9% since 2009. 

●  The 20-24 age group was the most common age for people being diagnosed with a sexually transmitted disease in Knowsley, however for chlamydia, gonorrhoea and  

●  genital warts, for females, those aged 15-19 were most likely to be diagnosed.  Similarly, for males, those aged 25-34 were most likely to be diagnosed for herpes. 

Figure 5.6: Rate of selected sexually transmitted infections, 2013 
Source: Public Health England 

Figure 5.7: Rate of selected sexually transmitted infections, 2009-2013 
Source: GUMCAD 

Figure 5.8: Rate of selected sexually transmitted infections by age, 2013 
Source: GUMCAD 
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5.5 - HIV Prevalence 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 5    Sexual Health 

●  The rate of diagnosed HIV prevalence in Knowsley was 71.0 cases per 100,000 residents aged 15-59 in 2013. 

●  There has been a 343% increase in the number of residents accessing HIV related care in Knowsley between 2002    

●  and 2013, partly due to increased awareness and identification. 

●  England and the North West region both have had a higher rate of diagnosed HIV prevalance than Knowsley              

●  between 2002 and 2013. 

●  In 2013, 62 residents in Knowsley accessed HIV related care. 

●  There were 7 new cases of HIV recorded in Knowsley during 2013, this consists of new diagnoses or people who       

●  have moved into the area.  

●  The proportion of people presenting with HIV at a late stage of infection from Knowsley was 44.4% between 2011    

●  and 2013, lower than the North West region (48.5%) and England (45.1%). 

Figure 5.9: HIV Diagnosed Prevalence, 2002-2013 
Source: Liverpool John Moores University 

Figure 5.10: People presenting with HIV at a late stage of infection, 2011-13 
Source: Public Health Outcomes Framework 
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●  Suicide and injury undetermined morality 

●  Mental health prevalence 

●  Antidepressant prescribing 

●  Emergency hospital admissions for self harm 

●  Self-reported wellbeing 
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6.1 - Suicide and Undetermined Injury Mortality 
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●  There were 47 deaths from suicide and undetermined injury in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013, approximately 16 per year on average. 

●  The mortality rate for suicide and undetermined injury in Knowsley for 2011-13 was 11.1 deaths per 100,000 population. 

●  The number of deaths from this cause are relatively small each year, and as a result there is variation in the mortality rate.  There has been an increase in the ●           

●  mortality rate in four successive years since 2007-09, however, it is anticipated that there will be a reduction in 2012-14 as there were an unusually high number of  ●  

●  suicides in 2011 (26 in total). 

●  The mortality rate for suicide and undetermined injury in Knowsley for 2011-13 was higher than England (8.8), the North West region (10.1), the Liverpool City region 

●  (9.6) but lower than Knowsley's Statistical Neighbours (11.5). 

●  In 2011-13, there were 1,336 years of life lost due to suicide and undetermined injury mortality in Knowsley. 

●  Suicide and undetermined injury mortality was higher for males in Knowsley (20.2) than females (3.3) during 2011-13.  This was also true for all comparator areas. 

●  The rate for suicide and undetermined injury mortality in Knowsley was higher for males than all other comparator areas in 2011-13, however the rate for females     

●  was lower than all other comparator areas. 

 

Figure 6.1: Suicide and Undetermined Injury Mortality (All Ages), 2007-09 to 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 

Figure 6.2: Suicide and Undetermined Injury Mortality by Gender (All Ages), 2011-13 
Source: Office for National Statistics 
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●  The prevalence of mental health (0.9%), dementia (0.7%) and learning disabilities    

●  (0.7%) on GP registers in Knowsley were all below 1% in 2013/14, however the         

●  prevalence of depression is significantly higher at 8.7%. 

●  Knowsley had a higher prevalence of depression compared to the North West region 

●  (7.4%) and England (6.5%) in 2013/14. 

●  Knowsley had a higher prevalence of learning disabilities (0.7%) than the North West 

●  region (0.5%) and England (0.5%) in 2013/14. 

●  The prevalence of dementia and mental health in Knowsley during 2013/14 were     

●  similar to the North West region and England. 

6.2 - Mental Health Prevalence 

Background: 

The prevalence of dementia, depression, learning disabilities and mental 

health are derived from the number of adult (18+) patients on GP 

registers for these specific conditions. 

Figure 6.3: Prevalence of Mental Health Conditions, 2013/14 
Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Learning disabilities 

prevalence higher than 

England (2013/14) 

 

Prevalence of 

depression higher than 

England (2014/15) 



Page | 43  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2014   Chapter 6    Mental Health 

6.3 - Antidepressant Prescribing 
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Definition: 

STAR-PUs (Specific Therapeutic Age-sex Related Prescribing Units): 

A system of weightings devised to provide more suitable 

denominators for making comparisons within a therapeutic group. 

These more accurately reflect the influence of age and sex of 

patients for whom drugs in specific therapeutic groups are usually 

prescribed. 

●  Antidepressant prescribing in Knowsley was higher than all other areas in the            

●  Liverpool City Region except St Helens during 2012/13. 

●  The level of antidepressant prescribing in Knowsley was higher than England as a     

●  whole and the North of England region. 

●  Knowsley had the 7th highest levels of antidepressant prescribing in the North of      

●  England, out of 68 clinical commissioning group areas. 

●  During 2014/15, there were 238,000 items classified as antidepressant drugs            

●  dispensed in Knowsley, an increase of 5% from 2013/14.  £933,000 was spent on      

●  prescribing these anti-depressant drugs in Knowsley during 2014/15, although the    

●  increase in items dispensed wasn't reflected in the costs as there was a reduction of 

●  12% spent from 2013/14.  

Figure 6.4: Antidepressant prescribing, 2012/13 
Source: Mental Health Profiles, Public Health England 
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6.4 - Emergency Hospital Admissions for Self-Harm 
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●  There were 401 emergency hospital admissions for self-harm in Knowsley during 2012/13, giving a rate of 266.0 admissions per 100,000 population. 

●  The rate of emergency admissions dropped by 10% between 2011/12 and 2012/13 in Knowsley, although an increase of 12% was observed from 2008/09 when there 

●  were 237.8 admissions per 100,000 population. 

●  There were approximately 50% more female emergency hospital admissions for self-harm in 2012/13 than male emergency hospital admissions for self-harm.   

●  The rate of emergency hospital admissions for Knowsley was higher than across the whole of England in 2012/13 (191.0), however Knowsley had the 3rd lowest rate in 

●  the Liverpool City Region. 

●  Out of 68 clinical commissioning groups in the North of England region, Knowsley had the 25th highest rate of emergency hospital admissions for self-harm. 

 

Figure 6.5: Emergency Hospital Admissions for Self Harm, 2012/13 
Source: Mental Health Profiles, Public Health England 
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6.5 - Self-Reported Wellbeing 

●  The proportion of people from Knowsley reporting that they had low levels of           

●  satisfaction with their life in 2013/14 was 7.2%. 

●  This was an improvement from the 10.1% and 9.2% observed in 2012/13 and            

●  2011/12 respectively. 

●  The proportion of people reporting low satisfaction with their lives in Knowsley was 

●  higher than England (5.6%) and the North West Region (7.0%), but was the 2nd          

●  lowest in the Liverpool City Region. 

●  Almost three-quarters (72.9%) of people in Knowsley reported that they had high or 

●  very high levels of satisfaction with their lives in 2013/14. 
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Definition: 

The level of satisfaction an individual has is derived from subjective well-being 

questions included in the Integrated Household Survey. 

1. Overall, how satisfied are you with your life nowadays? 

2. Overall, how happy did you feel yesterday? 

3. Overall, how anxious did you feel yesterday? 

4. Overall, to what extent do you feel the things you do in your life are worthwhile? 

Responses are given on a scale of 0-10 where 0 is not satisfied and 10 is completely 

satisfied.  The percentage of those scoring 0-4 are classified as having low satisfaction 

with their life.  

Figure 6.6: People with a Low Satisfaction Score, 2013/14 
Source: Integrated Household Survey, ONS 
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●  Childhood immunisations (age 1) 

●  Childhood immunisations (age 2) 

●  Childhood immunisations (age 5) 

●  HPV vaccine 

●  Seasonal influenza vaccination 

●  Healthcare associated infections 

●  Notification of infectious diseases 

●  Gastrointestinal infections 
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7.1 - Childhood Immunisations (Age 1) 
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●  The '5 in 1' vaccine aims to protect against five different diseases: diphtheria,            

●  tetanus, whooping cough (pertussis), polio and Hib. 

●  Uptake of the '5 in 1' immunisation in Knowsley was 96.0% in 2013/14. 

●  There has been an increase in uptake of the '5 in 1' vaccine of 11.8% since 2004/05  

●  in Knowsley. 

●  In 2013/14, uptake of the '5 in 1' vaccine was higher in Knowsley than England          

●  (94.3%) and the North West region (95.7%). 

●  The PCV vaccine protects against pneumococcal infections. 

●  Uptake of the PCV vaccine in those aged up to 12 months in Knowsley was 96.2% in 

●  2013/14. 

●  There has been a 15% increase in uptake of the PCV vaccine since 2007/08 in            

●  Knowsley. 

●  Uptake of the PCV vaccine in Knowsley was higher than England (94.1%) and the      

●  North West region (95.3%) during 2013/14. 

 

Background: 

Immunisations help protect children (and the general population) against 

serious diseases such as measles and meningitis. 'Herd immunity' is 

created when a high proportion of the population are immunised, and 

this helps prevent the outbreak of disease. A number of immunisations 

are given during childhood as part of the national immunisation 

programme. These immunisations are given to children from two months 

of age onwards, with multiple doses given for some vaccines. 

 

Figure 7.1: Childhood Immunisations at Age 1, 2004/05 to 2013/14 
Source: Health & Social Care Information Centre 

 

Uptake higher than 

95% national target for 

Age 1 vaccines  

 

Uptake higher than 

England and North 

West for Age 1 vaccines  



Page | 48  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 7    Health Protection 

●  The first dose of the MMR vaccine is given to children between 12 and 13 months of 

●  age.  It protects against mumps, measles and rubella. 

●  The uptake of the MMR vaccine in Knowsley was 95.2% during 2013/14. 

●  Since 2004/05, the uptake of the MMR vaccine in Knowsley has increased by 22.2%. 

●  Uptake of the MMR vaccine in Knowsley was higher than England (92.7%) and the   

●  North West region (94.9%) in 2013/14. 

●  The Hib/MenC booster is also given to children between 12 and 13 months of age.  It 

●  is the second dose for MenC and the fourth dose for Hib. 

●  Uptake for the Hib/MenC booster was 97.0% in Knowsley during 2013/14. 

●  There has been an increase of 19.8% in the uptake of the Hib/MenC booster in         

●  Knowsley since 2008/09. 

●  Uptake for the Hib/MenC booster in Knowsley was higher than England (92.5%) and 

●  the North West region (94.3%) during 2013/14. 

●  The third dose of the PCV vaccine is given to children between the ages of 12 and 13 

●  months. 

●  Uptake of the PCV vaccine during 2013/14 was 96.7% in Knowsley. 

●  There has been a 20.7% increase in the uptake of the PCV vaccine since 2008/09 in  

●  Knowsley. 

●  During 2013/14, the uptake of the PCV vaccine was higher in Knowsley than England 

●  (92.4%) and the North West region (94.2%). 

 

7.2 - Childhood Immunisations (Age 2) 

Figure 7.2: Childhood Immunisations at Age 2, 2004/05 to 2013/14 
Source: Health & Social Care Information Centre 
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7.3 - Childhood Immunisations (Age 5) 
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●  A '4-in-1' vaccine is given to children after 3 years and 4 months (40 months) and is a 

●  pre-school booster.  The vaccine protects against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping       

●  cough (pertussis) and polio.   

●  The uptake of the '4-in-1' vaccine in Knowsley during 2013/14 was 90.9%. 

●  Since 2004/05, the uptake of the '4-in-1' vaccine has increased by 17.9% in                

●  Knowsley. 

●  Uptake of the '4-in-1' vaccine in Knowsley was higher than England (88.8%) but         

●  lower than North West region (91.5%) during 2013/14. 

●  A second dose of the MMR vaccine is given to children after 3 years and 4 months. 

●  The uptake of the MMR vaccine in Knowsley for this age group during 2013/14 was 

●  94.1% (1st and 2nd dose). 

●  Since 2004/05, the uptake of the MMR vaccine has increased by 27.3% in Knowsley 

●  for children aged 5. 

●  In 2013/14, uptake of the MMR vaccine in Knowsley was higher than England            

●  (88.3%) and the North West region (91.5%). 

●  Uptake of the '4-in-1' pre-school booster and MMR vaccine (second dose) is below  

●  the 95% national target. 

 

Figure 7.3: Childhood Immunisations at Age 5, 2004/05 to 2013/14 
Source: Health & Social Care Information Centre 
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7.4 - Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) Vaccine 

Background: 

The human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine is administered to females aged 

12-13 (year 8 school age) to protect against cervical cancer and is given in 

three doses over a six month period of time. 

 

●  Coverage of the HPV vaccine in Knowsley during 2013/14 was 94.4%. 

●  Since 2008/09, coverage has increased by 14.1% in Knowsley. 

●  During 2013/14, coverage was higher than the national target of 90%. 

●  Coverage in Knowsley during 2013/14 was higher than England (86.7%), the North   

●  West region (89.1%), the Liverpool City Region (90.2%) and Knowsley's Statistical     

●  Neighbour Group (89.8%).  

●  The proportion of year 8 females in Knowsley who received a first dose of the HPV  

●  vaccine during 2013/14 was 96.8%, higher than other comparative areas. 

●  Similarly, 96.2% of year 8 females in Knowsley received the first two doses of the     

●  HPV vaccine during 2013/14. 

Figure 7.4: Human Papilloma Virus Vaccine Coverage (3 Doses), 2008/09 to 2013/14 
Source: Public Health England 

Figure 7.5: Human Papilloma Virus Vaccine Breakdown of Doses, 2013/14 
Source: Public Health England 
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7.5 - Seasonal Influenza Vaccination 
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●  Annual seasonal influenza immunisation uptake for those aged 65 and over in Knowsley was 76.9% in the winter of 2014/15. 

●  Uptake in Knowsley during 2014/15 was higher than England (72.8%) and the North West region (75.4%). 

●  Uptake in Knowsley during 2014/15 was higher than the 75% national target and has been since 2010/11. 

●  Since 2002/03, uptake of the annual seasonal influenza immunisation has increased by 11.8% in Knowsley.  

●  Although uptake was higher than the national target, there has been a slight decrease since 2012/13 when uptake was 78.2%. 

●  Uptake in the population deemed 'at risk' and aged under 65 years of age was 57.6% in the winter of 2014/15. 

●  Uptake in the 'at risk' group was higher than England (50.3%) during 2014/15 and also the North West region (53.9%). 

●  Knowsley's uptake was lower than the 60% national target during 2014/15 as was uptake in the North West region and England as a whole. 

●  Since 2004/05, uptake in the 'at risk' group has increased by 18.9% in Knowsley. 

 

Figure 7.6: Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Uptake - Over 65's, 2002/03 to 2014/15 
Source: Public Health England 

Figure 7.7: Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Uptake - Under 65's at Risk, 2004/05 to 2014/15 
Source: Public Health England 
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7.6 - Healthcare Associated Infections 

●  During 2014, there were 56 reported cases of C.Difficile.  This was lower than the     

●  number of reported cases in 2013 (63). 

●  Since 2008 there has been a 72% decrease in the reported cases of  C.Difficile when 

●  there were 199 reported cases. 

●  The number of reported cases of MRSA has been recorded since 2007 and has been 

●  relatively low since that time.  In 2014, there were six cases reported in Knowsley.   

●  The NHS now has a zero-tolerance policy on this infection and thus monitoring         

●  needs to continue. 

●  Reported cases of MSSA have been recorded since 2011 and have broadly remained 

●  constant since that time.  In 2014, there were 34 reported cases of the infection in   

●  Knowsley which is similar to the 38 recorded in 2011. 

●  During 2014, there were 160 reported cases of E.Coli in Knowsley.  This is broadly    

●  similar to the number of cases recorded in 2013 (164) but substantially lower than   

●  the 189 reported cases in the 12 months to March 2014. 

Background: 

A Clostridium Difficile (C.Difficile) infection is a type of bacterial infection that can affect the digestive system.  It most commonly affects people who have been treated 

with antibiotics.  This treatment may be in a healthcare setting, such as a hospital or care home, but can also occur at home without ever going to hospital. 

MRSA is a type of bacterial infection that is resistant to a number of widely used antibiotics.  This means it can be more difficult to treat than other bacterial infections.  

Its full name is meticillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus and is known as a "superbug". 

MSSA stands for methicillin-sensitive staphylococcus aureus.  These are common bacteria and the majority, although not all, are treatable by antibiotics.  MSSA can 

cause the same type of infections as MRSA but they are often easier to treat. 

E.Coli (full name Escherichia Coli) are bacteria found in the digestive system of humans and some animals.  Many strains are harmless, however certain strains produce a 

potent poison, or toxin.  Infection most commonly occurs when someone eats undercooked meat or consumes unpasteurised milk or cheese.  Although it is not a 

healthcare associated infection per se, it is recorded within the healthcare associated infection system by Public Health England. 

Figure 7.8: Cases of Healthcare Associated Infections (12-month rolling average), 2007-2015 
Source: HCAI Monitoring System 
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7.7 - Notifications of Infectious Diseases 
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●  During 2014, there were 130 notifications of infectious disease in Knowsley reported 

●  - a fall of 29% from the 183 recorded in 2013. 

●  Children aged between 1 and 4 were the most likely age group to have an infectious 

●  disease reported with 39% of all cases.  Furthermore, those aged between 1 and 9   

●  accounted for 58% of all notifications in 2014.  

●  The most notifications for any individual infectious disease was for scarlet fever        

●  where there were 58 reported cases.  This accounted for 45% of all infectious            

●  diseases reported in Knowsley during 2014. 

●  Although the number of scarlet fever cases reported in 2014 was higher than any     

●  other type of infectious disease, there was a 16% fall when compared to the number 

●  of cases in 2013.  However, with a rate of 39.7 cases per 100,000 population,            

●  Knowsley's rate is higher than the North West region (31.1) and England (29.0). 

●  There were 22 reported cases for measles in 2014, which represented a fall of 61%  

●  from the number of cases in 2013 and was the lowest reported since 2011. 

●  The rate of measles recorded for Knowsley in 2014 was 15.1 per 100,000 population.  

●  This was higher than the North West region (4.2) and England (3.4). 

●  There were 20 reported cases of mumps during 2014 in Knowsley, a reduction from 

●  the 25 reported in 2013.  This gave a rate of 13.7 cases per 100,000 population,        

●  lower than England (15.5) but higher than the North West region (12.2). 

●  Apart from the main three types of infectious disease affecting the Knowsley             

●  population during 2014, which accounted for more than three-quarters of the total 

●  (77%), there were 12 cases of food poisoning and 6 cases of acute meningitis.  

●  The rate of food poisoning in Knowsley has been lower than the North West region 

●  and England in each year from 2011 to 2014.  In 2014, the rate was 8.2 cases             

●  reported per 100,000 population. 

●  There were less than five cases of other reported infectious diseases such as             

●  tuberculosis and whooping cough, and as a result they have not been included in     

●  this analysis.  

Figure 7.9: Notifications of Infectious Diseases, 2011-2014 
Source: Public Health England 
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7.8 - Gastrointestinal Infections 

●  The number of laboratory confirmed campylobacter infections in Knowsley during 2014 was 29, a 78% reduction from the 131 reported in 2013.   

●  The number of laboratory confirmed cases in Knowsley during 2014 was the lowest in the last 10 years. 

●  The rate of infection for campylobacter in Knowsley during 2014 was 19.9 cases per 100,000 population, the 6th lowest in the North West region (out of 39 areas).  

●  The rate of campylobacter infection in Knowsley was lower than the North West region in 2014 (36.3 cases per 100,000 population) and England as a whole (109.0    

●  cases per 100,000 population). 

●  The number of laboratory confirmed salmonella infections in Knowsley during 2014 was 8.  This was the lowest number of reported cases between 2005 and 2014. 

●  There has been a 79% decrease in the number of laboratory confirmed salmonella infections since 2005 when there were 39 confirmed cases. 

●  In 2014, the rate of laboratory confirmed salmonella cases in Knowsley was 5.5 cases per 100,000 population, the highest out of 39 areas in the North West region. 

●  The rate of salmonella infection in Knowsley was higher than the North West region in 2014 (3.0 cases per 100,000) but lower than England as a whole (12.4 cases per 

●  100,000 population). 

 

Figure 7.10: Laboratory Confirmed Campylobacter and Salmonella Infections, 2005-2014 
Source: Public Health England 

 

Lowest number of 

campylobacter cases in 

10 years (29)  

 

Highest rate of 

salmonella cases in the 

North West (2014)  



Page | 55  
 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 8 

Lifestyle 

 
 

  

●  Smoking prevalence (adults) 

●  Smoking prevalence (children) 

●  Smoking at home 

●  Smoking at the time of delivery 

●  Smoking attributable mortality 

●  Alcohol related hospital admissions 

●  Alcohol consumption (children) 

●  Childhood obesity 

●  Fruit and vegetable consumption 

●  Exercise (adults) 

●  Exercise (children) 

●  Illegal drug use 

 

 

 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 8    Lifestyle 



Page | 56  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.1 - Smoking Prevalence (Adults) 
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●  Smoking prevalence derived from the MFRS Home Fire Safety Checks for Knowsley in      

●  2014 was 17.9%, the highest across Merseyside.  These estimates are considerably lower 

●  than the prevalence observed in the Knowsley Adult Health & Lifestyle Survey 2012/13   

●  (32%).  However, robust estimates can be obtained at lower levels of geography which    

●  correlate highly with deprivation, i.e., smoking prevalence is known to be higher in more 

●  deprived areas and lower in more affluent areas. 

●  Prevalence has fallen by over 8% since 2006 when prevalence stood at 26.2%.  The           

●  decrease has been steady; a pattern mirrored across Merseyside where prevalence was   

●  14.9% in 2014. 

●  Within Knowsley, smoking prevalence ranges from 8.1% in Halewood North electoral       

●  ward to 27.6% in Stockbridge electoral ward, the latter being more than 3 times higher   

●  than the former. 

●  Out of 111 electoral wards in Merseyside, Stockbridge had the 3rd highest proportion of  

●  smokers whereas Halewood North had the 13th lowest proportion of smokers. 

 

Background: 

Knowsley’s Public Health Intelligence Team have worked with Merseyside Fire & Rescue 

Service (MFRS) for several years to estimate smoking prevalence across Merseyside.  

Estimates are derived from Home Fire Safety Checks undertaken by MFRS in households 

across Merseyside which includes a question asking how many people smoke within the 

household.  The information provided gives a robust estimate of smoking prevalence due to 

the large number of households receiving a check each year.  Estimates are derived at a 

lower super output area level of geography. 

 

Figure 8.1: Smoking Prevalence in Knowsley, 2014 
Source: Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service 
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8.2 - Smoking Prevalence (Children) 
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Figure 8.2: Secondary School Smoking Prevalence, 2004-14 
Source: Health Related Behaviour Survey, SHEU 
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●  Secondary school children are more likely to smoke the older that they get.  Smoking prevalence for year 10 pupils has consistently been higher than year 8                 

●  prevalence for both boys and girls since 2004. 

●  Furthermore, secondary school girls are more likely to smoke than boys in years 8 and 10.  In the majority of years since 2004, prevalence for girls has been higher      

●  than it has for boys. 

●  In 2014, 8% of year 10 girls said that they smoked in the week before being surveyed, the 2nd lowest level recorded since 2004. 

●  The proportion of year 10 boys who said that they had smoked in the previous week to the survey was 6%, a reduction from the 8% recorded in 2013. 

●  3% of year 8 girls said that they smoked in 2014, a reduction from the 8% recorded in 2013. 

●  Since 2010, year 8 boys have been the cohort least likely to smoke and in 2014 none said they had smoked in the seven days prior to being surveyed. 
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8.3 - Smoking at Home 
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Figure 8.3: Smoking Indoors – Primary School Children Living in a House with Adults Smoking Indoors, 2004-14 
Source: Health Related Behaviour Survey, SHEU 

●  The proportion of primary school boys in year 6 who live in a home where somebody smokes indoors regularly was 26% in 2014. 

●  Similarly in 2014, 27% of primary school girls in year 6 live in a home where somebody smokes indoors regularly. 

●  There has been a sharp decline in the proportion of year 6 children living in households where somebody smokes indoors.  For girls, there has been a 31% decrease   

●  since 2004 whilst at the same time there has been a reduction of 43% in the proportion of boys living in households where somebody smokes indoors. 

●  There has not been an increase in the proportion of primary school aged children living in households where somebody smokes indoors since 2006. 
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8.4 - Smoking at the Time of Delivery 

Figure 8.4: Smoking at the Time of Delivery, 2003/04 to 2013/14 
Source: Health & Social Care Information Centre 

●  The proportion of pregnant women who were recorded as smoking at the time of the delivery of their child(ren) in Knowsley during 2013/14 was 20.6%, down from   

●  23.8% in 2012/13. 

●  The proportion of pregnant women smoking at the time of delivery peaked in 2007/08 at 27.7% and has since generally fallen steadily each year.  The overall               

●  reduction in 6 years has been 7.1%. 

●  Although progress has been made in Knowsley with pregnant women smoking at the time of delivery, the proportion remains significantly higher than England           

●  (12.0%), the North West region (15.3%) and the Liverpool City Region (16.5%).  Knowsley is  also higher than Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group (20.0%). 
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8.5 - Smoking Attributable Mortality 
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Figure 8.5: Smoking Attributable Mortality, 2007-09 to 2011-13 
Source: Local Tobacco Control Profiles, Public Health England 

●  The smoking attributable mortality rate in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013 was    

●  estimated to be 444.5 deaths per 100,000 population.  This was significantly higher 

●  than the North West region (346.7) and England (288.7). 

●  Although smoking attributable mortality is relatively new and has only been              

●  calculated over five time periods, there has been a 7% reduction in Knowsley            

●  between 2007-09 and 2011-13. 

●  Similarly, the gap between Knowsley and England has reduced by 5% between          

●  2007-09 and 2011-13. 

●  Knowsley had the 4th highest smoking attributable mortality rate in the North West 

●  region during 2011-13 (out of 23 local authority areas). 

●  Local analysis estimates that 24% of all deaths in Knowsley between 2011 and 2013 

●  for people aged 35 or over were attributable to smoking.  In comparison, 20% of      

●  deaths in the North West region and 18% of deaths across the whole of England       

●  were attributable to smoking. 

Background: 

Smoking attributable deaths are the number of deaths per 100,000 

population aged 35 or over that are thought to be directly related to 

smoking.  Each cause of death is ascribed a relative risk and these risks 

are applied to the deaths in a given population over a period of time in 

order to calculate the number of deaths attributable to smoking. 
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8.6 – Alcohol Related Hospital Admissions 

Figure 8.6: Alcohol Related Hospital Admissions, 2009/10 to 2013/14 
Source: Local Alcohol Profiles for England, Public Health England 

●  There were an estimated 3,853 hospital admissions related to alcohol in Knowsley   

●  during 2013/14. 

●  This gave a rate of 2,804 alcohol related admissions per 100,000 population,             

●  significantly higher than England (2,086) and the North West region (2,565). 

●  Since 2009/10, there has been a 3% increase in the rate of alcohol related hospital  

●  admissions in Knowsley.  Although there has been an increase in Knowsley, this has 

●  not been as large as the North West region (12%) or England (15%). 

●  Between 2012/13 and 2013/14, there was a fall in the rate of alcohol related            

●  hospital admissions in Knowsley which was in contrast to England and the North      

●  West region. 

●  Out of 39 local authority areas in the North West region, Knowsley had the 15th        

●  highest rate of alcohol related hospital admissions during 2013/14. 

●  Between 2009/10 and 2013/14, the gap in the rate between Knowsley and England 

●  narrowed by 21%. 

●  The rate of alcohol related admissions for Knowsley males was 3,869 per 100,000    

●  males in 2013/14, significantly higher than the rate for females which was twice as  

●  high (1,849 per 100,000 females). 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 8    Lifestyle 
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8.7 – Alcohol Consumption (Children) 

Figure 8.7: Alcohol Consumption (Secondary School Children), 2004-2014 
Source: Health Related Behaviour Survey, SHEU 
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●  The proportion of year 10 pupils (aged 14 & 15) who said that they have consumed 

●  alcohol in the previous week has been consistently higher than the proportion of     

●  year 8 pupils (aged 12 & 13) who have between 2004 and 2014. 

●  Similarly, the proportion of year 10 girls drinking alcohol in the previous week has    

●  been consistently higher than it has for year 10 boys.  This pattern has also been      

●  observed for year 8 pupils. 

●  In 2014, the proportion of year 10 girls who reported that they had consumed          

●  alcohol in the previous week was 23%.  In comparison, 12% of year 10 boys said that 

●  they had consumed alcohol in the last seven days. 

●  10% of year 8 girls said that they had consumed alcohol in the previous week, the    

●  same proportion as year 8 boys. 

●  Although there is variation from year to year in the results of secondary school         

●  pupils who consumed alcohol in the previous week, there has been a general            

●  downward trend for both boys and girls in years 8 and 10.  
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8.8 – Childhood Obesity 

Figure 8.8: Childhood Obesity in Knowsley, 1998/99 to 2013/14 
Source: National Childhood Measurement Programme 
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●  Data from the 2013/14 National Childhood Measurement Programme show that      

●  11.3% of reception year children (aged 4 and 5) in Knowsley were classified as          

●  obese.  This is slightly lower than 2012/13 but broadly similar to levels observed       

●  over several years. 

●  The proportion of obese children in reception year from Knowsley was higher than   

●  the North West region (9.9%) and England as a whole (9.5%). 

●  Knowsley had the 6th highest proportion of reception year children who were            

●  classified as obese in the North West during 2013/14, out of 23 upper tier local         

●  authority areas. 

●  Close to three-quarters (72.2%) of reception year children were classified as having a 

●  'healthy weight' in 2013/14, lower than the North West region (75.6%) and England 

●  as a whole (76.5%). 

●  The proportion of year 6 children (aged 10 and 11) who were classified as obese in   

●  Knowsley was 23.5% in 2013/14.  Broadly similar to levels observed since 2008/09. 

●  As with reception year children, the proportion of children classified as obese in year 

●  6 was higher than the North West region (19.8%) and England as a whole (19.1%). 

●  Knowsley had the 3rd highest proportion of year 6 children classified as obese in the 

●  North West region during 2013/14, out of 23 upper tier local authority areas. 

●  61.8% of year 6 children in Knowsley were classified as having a 'healthy weight'      

●  during 2013/14, lower than the North West region (64.3%) and England (65.1%).  
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8.9 – Fruit & Vegetable Consumption 

Figure 8.9: Consumption of 5 or more Portions of Fruit & Vegetables, 2004 to 2014 
Source: Health Related Behaviour Survey, SHEU 
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●  The proportion of Knowsley primary school children who consumed five or more portions of fruit and vegetables per day in 2014 was 13%. 

●  Since 2004, in all but one year primary school children have been more likely to consume at least five portions of fruit and vegetables per day than secondary school 

●  children. 

●  There was a sharp increase in the proportion of primary school children consuming five or more portions of fruit and vegetables between 2004 and 2006, however    

●  since a peak of 21% in 2006 there has been a steady decline thereafter. 

●  In 2014, 12% of secondary school children reported that they consumed five or more portions of fruit and vegetables on a daily basis.  This was the highest proportion 

●  reported since 2008 (15%). 

●  As with primary school children, the proportion of secondary school children consuming five or more portions of fruit and vegetables per day rose sharply from 2004.  

●  However, after a peak of 18% in 2005 there has been a marked decline thereafter. 
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8.10 – Exercise (Adults) 

Figure 8.10: Adult Participation in 30 minutes, Moderate Intensity Sport, 2005/06 to 2013/14 
Source: Active People Survey, Sport England 

This analysis of sports participation amongst adults measures the number aged 16 and 

over participating in at least 30 minutes of sport at moderate intensity at least once a 

week.  The results are taken from the Active People Survey (Sport England). 

●  The proportion of Knowsley people aged 16 or over who regularly participate in       

●  moderate intensity sport for at least 30 minutes once a week was 29.6% in 2013/14. 

●  This was the lowest recorded proportion since the inception of the survey in             

●  2005/06.  There has been a reduction in both years since 2011/12 when 33.9% of     

●  people participated in moderate intensity exercise for at least 30 minutes weekly. 

●  Levels of physical activity across the whole of England and the North West region     

●  are generally higher than Knowsley and were 35.7% and 35.9% respectively in          

●  2013/14. 

●  Since 2009/10, the level of moderate physical activity reported in the Liverpool City 

●  Region and Knowsley's Statistical Neighbour Group has been higher than Knowsley, 

●  indeed in 2013/14 the proportion of people was 34.8% and 34.5% respectively in     

●  these areas. 

●  Within the Knowsley population, 36% of males participate in moderate intensity for 

●  30 minutes at least once a week compared to 26% of females.  This pattern is           

●  reflected nationally and regionally.  People working in a managerial or professional   

●  occupation are also more likely to undertake moderate intensity sport than people  

●  working in a routine or minimal supervisory occupation, 39% compared to 26%. 

Knowsley Public Health Statistics Compendium 2015    Chapter 8    Lifestyle 
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8.11 – Exercise (Children) 

Figure 8.11: Regular Exercise (3 or more times a week) – Secondary School Children, 2004 to 2014 
Source: Health Related Behaviour Survey, SHEU 
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●  Boys have been more likely to exercise regularly (3 or more times per week) than     

●  girls between 2004 and 2014. 

●  In 2014, the proportion of year 10 boys exercising regularly was 52% compared to    

●  37% of year 10 girls. 

●  There has been an increase in the proportion of year 10 boys exercising regularly     

●  since 2004 when 45% reported that they did so, however there has been a marked   

●  reduction since the peak in 2008. 

●  Similarly, there has been an increase in the proportion of year 10 girls exercising      

●  regularly since 2004 when 24% did so.  However, as with boys, there has been a fall 

●  after a peak in 2008. 

●  The proportion of year 8 boys exercising regularly in 2014 was 64%.  In comparison, 

●  50% of year 8 girls said that they exercised at least 3 times per week. 

●  The proportion of year 8 boys exercising regularly has generally been higher than     

●  other cohorts since 2004 and there has been an increase from the 44% reported in   

●  2004. 

●  There has been annual variations in the proportion of year 8 girls reporting that they 

●  exercise regularly since 2004, however there has been an increase from 28% to 50%. 
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8.12 – Illegal Drug Use 
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●  The number of people in treatment in Knowsley for illegal drug use in 2013/14 was 

●  approximately 300 for each of the three main types of drug: Opiates (301); Opiate    

●  and/or Crack use (282); Cocaine (283). 

●  It should be noted that the number of people in drug treatment will not be reflective 

●  of the actual number of people using these drugs in Knowsley.  For example, it was  

●  estimated in 2011/12 that there were 826 opiate users in Knowsley and 923 opiate 

●  and/or crack (OCU) users meaning that about a third of users are in treatment. 

●  The number of males in treatment is more than twice that for females for each drug 

●  type ranging from 2.6 times more males than females for opiates (206 males, 79      

●  females) to 6.6 times more males than females being a cannabis user (164 males, 25 

●  females). 

●  Analysis of drug use by age shows that opiate or OCU users are most common in the 

●  40-44 age group whereas those aged 25-29 are most likely to be cocaine users and  

●  those aged 18-24 are most likely to be cannabis users. 

●  Once more, the number of people in treatment who are cannabis users in Knowsley 

●  is not reflective of the population as a whole.  A 2012/13 North West survey              

●  reported that 4.3% of Knowsley adults had used cannabis in the 30 days prior to the 

●  survey, this would give an estimate of approximately 4,900 adult users  in Knowsley. 
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Figure 8.12: Number of Drug Users in Treatment, 2005/06 to 2013/14 
Source: National Drug Treatment Monitoring System 
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Knowsley 146,086 9,358 93,651 24,037 76.7 80.8 1,812 7.7% 19.9% 11.5% 24.1% 23.4% 36.0 1,181.6 288.2 341.9 213.0
Liverpool City Region 1,512,559 89,404 970,799 271,416 77.3 81.5 15,701 7.4% 27.5% 10.9% 21.5% 20.3% 34.8 1,122.0 285.5 323.1 179.0
Statistical Neighbours 698,719 46,599 450,815 113,602 77.1 80.8 9,295 7.5% 28.5% 11.0% 21.4% 23.3% 41.7 1,183.6 317.8 334.4 201.3
North West 7,103,260 440,226 4,516,101 1,252,587 78.0 81.8 85,621 7.3% 32.8% 9.9% 19.8% 20.1% 31.5 1,085.7 302.4 317.8 166.3
England 53,865,817 3,414,130 34,351,400 9,305,179 79.4 83.1 660,717 7.4% 45.8% 9.5% 19.1% 18.4% 27.6 977.8 276.6 279.3 140.6

Kirkby 41,254 3,011 27,146 5,408 75.2 78.8 537 6.8% 24.0% 10.9% 25.8% 20.3% 50.3 1,245.7 295.6 395.5 230.3
Huyton 56,089 3,454 35,562 10,060 76.7 80.3 719 7.2% 18.0% 11.8% 24.8% 18.6% 36.9 1,171.0 284.0 334.6 219.6
PWCKV 28,632 1,720 17,854 5,345 77.8 81.8 319 9.8% 22.0% 14.9% 20.8% 13.6% 35.6 1,044.3 262.0 303.9 186.4
Halewood 20,111 1,173 13,089 3,224 77.2 81.7 237 11.5% 28.0% 4.1% 21.6% 14.8% 27.9 1,116.1 276.2 318.7 170.2

Cherryfield 7,593 529 5,045 927 76.3 81.3 118 11.2% 17.6% 11.9% 24.9% 17.2% 38.6 1,142.7 311.5 347.3 140.5
Halewood North 6,607 388 4,627 619 81.2 86.0 66 7.6% 46.2% 6.3% 16.6% 8.1% 48.2 912.5 359.6 252.9 144.3
Halewood South 6,837 390 4,299 1,311 77.3 85.7 92 6.4% 20.3% 10.2% 23.9% 14.9% * 925.0 247.3 321.2 113.1
Halewood West 6,667 395 4,163 1,294 74.6 78.9 79 8.7% 26.1% 9.2% 22.0% 17.8% 37.7 1,384.0 306.3 340.6 234.8
Kirkby Central 6,419 402 4,309 892 76.2 80.0 86 8.9% 11.7% 13.2% 30.9% 24.2% 33.6 1,141.1 286.7 362.1 212.8
Longview 8,672 689 5,615 1,155 72.6 75.9 115 8.5% 21.2% 10.3% 19.7% 22.3% 42.7 1,512.0 389.7 364.8 298.2
Northwood 7,206 630 4,694 836 71.0 76.9 125 8.8% 12.6% 10.5% 22.6% 25.2% 55.1 1,665.5 463.3 438.4 320.5
Page Moss 7,035 521 4,377 1,122 75.3 80.5 88 8.5% 12.1% 15.4% 28.4% 24.9% 69.7 1,213.0 327.7 401.6 202.0
Park 6,744 356 4,356 1,143 74.5 81.3 67 8.2% 24.6% 12.1% 20.2% 20.4% 41.5 1,328.3 270.6 470.7 317.5
Prescot East 7,842 548 4,953 1,195 75.2 79.1 121 8.8% 18.2% 12.4% 18.7% 16.7% 38.5 1,309.5 324.6 307.6 239.9
Prescot West 6,543 361 3,945 1,570 80.4 81.4 53 4.0% 24.2% 11.5% 26.2% 10.7% 41.6 989.4 261.6 295.7 150.0
Roby 7,193 286 4,536 1,647 79.3 80.6 54 3.6% 17.0% 9.9% 21.3% 10.3% 33.3 1,155.5 251.2 278.5 170.8
Shevington 6,980 400 4,288 1,449 79.2 80.0 62 9.3% 29.0% 13.7% 30.1% 13.8% * 1,011.8 148.9 460.7 181.2
St Bartholomews 6,617 402 4,377 1,001 77.0 81.8 86 6.5% 23.3% 10.1% 24.7% 17.5% 54.9 1,145.0 290.6 281.9 221.3
St Gabriels 7,119 445 4,516 1,231 75.5 82.1 85 4.1% 15.7% 10.8% 23.5% 16.2% 33.4 1,083.8 282.4 298.0 257.6
St Michaels 7,231 713 4,947 486 78.7 80.3 152 7.2% 19.5% 9.7% 32.5% 14.0% 35.2 1,084.2 230.9 428.5 221.0
Stockbridge 6,078 369 3,823 1,172 77.0 79.2 75 7.1% 8.5% 9.8% 28.8% 27.6% 51.3 1,291.2 350.9 348.5 246.5
Swanside 6,395 342 4,030 1,283 80.2 84.7 64 7.2% 31.3% 9.9% 17.0% 8.6% 27.6 801.5 186.7 285.3 137.8
Whiston North 6,854 337 4,421 1,221 77.3 83.8 67 4.5% 16.7% 15.9% 25.2% 13.6% 20.5 1,038.9 248.0 317.3 226.7
Whiston South 7,393 474 4,535 1,359 80.0 84.7 78 6.1% 13.6% 13.9% 24.9% 11.1% 32.8 819.1 221.0 293.2 133.1
Whitefield 6,061 381 3,795 1,124 76.6 80.5 79 9.0% 21.7% 15.5% 24.0% 18.9% 33.3 1,131.5 225.6 362.0 199.5

76.5061 0 47.7454

● Life Expectancy figures 2009-2013 data for wards and APB's all other geographies 2011-2013
● Childhood Obesity data from National Child Measurement Programme, electoral ward and area partnership board information based on residence only; Knowsley and wider comparators based on children who
● go to a school in the constituent area.
● Breastfeeding 6-8 weeks identified from Paris system 2014-15 Q4. All other geographies 2013-14 out turn for year
● Under 18 conception rates. Knowsley wards and APB's 2010-12 - 2 wards in Halewood and Huyton APB have data from 2009-11 as figs for 2010-12 are too small to publish.  Significantly Better than Knowsley
    All other geographies 2011/13.  Significantly Worse than Knowsley
● Smoking prevalence at electoral ward level derived from Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service, other areas from Integrated Household Survey so not strictly comparable.  Information unavailable
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You can also get this information in other formats. 
Please phone Customer Services on (0151) 443 4031
or email: customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk 

Further copies of this Statistical Compendium or the accompanying Annual Report 
is available at www.knowsley.gov.uk/publichealth


