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1. What is the Knowsley’s Draft Town Centre Uses Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD)? 
 
Supplementary Planning Documents explain and help interpret policies in the 
Borough’s Local Plan documents. Adopted Supplementary Planning Documents are   
a material consideration when the Council is determining planning applications. 
 
The draft Town Centre Uses SPD aims to provide additional guidance in respect of 
existing policies for retail centres within the Borough and responds to the evolving 
nature of retail centres and concerns regarding the degree of clustering and 
proliferation of non-retail uses within centres. The Council has prepared a new draft 
Town Centre Uses SPD, to replace that adopted in 2016.  
 
2. What will the Town Centre Uses SPD cover? 
 
The Town Centre Uses SPD explains the Council’s approach to the development of 
hot food takeaways; pay day loan shops; pawnbrokers; and gambling uses, namely 
betting offices, bingo halls, casinos and elements including the concentration of fixed-
odds betting terminals, Adult Gaming Centres (AGC), and Amusement Arcades or 
Centres (AAC). This SPD is reflective of updates to the Use Classes Order and 
General Permitted Development Order. It also considers the changing function of retail 
centres following trends such as the increase in the numbers of people working from 
home, online shopping and the acceleration of these changes in the 2020s due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Hence, there is a focus upon the development of appropriate 
retail and leisure uses which can enhance the vitality of the centres. The SPD sets out 
guidance relating to:  
 

• Appropriate residential development in the borough’s retail centres.  
• The protection of residential amenity.  
• The appropriate grouping of hot food takeaways, pay day loan shops, 

pawnbrokers and gambling uses in the borough’s retail centres.  
• The control of odours/cooking smells, waste disposal and hours of operation for 

hot food takeaways.  
• Accessibility and transport provision, including parking provision for all modes of 

transport.  
 
3. Why has a draft Supplementary Planning Document been prepared?  
 
The SPD has been prepared to provide clarity to developers, business operators, 
residents and decision-makers, setting out where premises will be considered 
appropriate for the uses covered by the SPD along with the measures required to 
minimise any adverse impacts which may arise. The SPD will be used by the Council 
when assessing future proposals involving the specific uses covered. The guidance 



cannot be applied retrospectively to any of these uses already operating lawfully or 
premises with existing planning permission. Once adopted this SPD will supersede the 
2016 Town Centre Uses SPD.  
 
 
4. How does this relate to the Local Plan? 
 
Supplementary Planning Documents explain and help interpret policies in the 
Borough’s Local Plan documents. 
 
The Local Plan Core Strategy is the central document in the Knowsley Local Plan. It 
represents a strategic plan for Knowsley for the period up to 2028. It sets out how 
Knowsley will develop in the future, including where new homes can be built and 
where new business development can take place. The Plan contains planning 
policies across a range of themes, including sustainable development, housing, 
employment, retail, green infrastructure, renewable development, and design.  
 
5. Where can I view the consultation documents? 
 
The draft Town Centres Uses Supplementary Planning Documents, along with 
relevant supporting documents, can be viewed online at: 
 
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/consultations 
 
The draft Town Centre Uses Supplementary Planning Documents and relevant 
supporting documents can be found at all Knowsley Council libraries during normal 
opening hours (see Knowsley Council website for up-to-date details), during the 
consultation period. 
 
6. When is the public consultation? 
 
The Council is carrying out six weeks of public consultation on the draft Town Centre 
Uses SPD, running from 9am on Monday 9 May until 5pm on Monday 20 June 
2022. 
 
7. How can I respond to the consultation? 
 
You can return responses online via the Council’s website 
(http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/consultations), or via email or post using the below 
addresses: 
 

• Email: localplan@knowsley.gov.uk  
• Post:  Local Plan Team, Knowsley Council, Nutgrove Building, Second Floor, 

 Westmorland Road, Huyton, Knowsley, L36 6GA (postage required)  
 
 
Responses must be made in writing and must be received by Knowsley 
Council NO LATER THAN 5pm on Monday 20 June 2022. 
 
 

http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/consultations
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/consultations
mailto:localplan@knowsley.gov.uk


 
 
 
 
8. What will happen after the consultation? 
 
Following the public consultation period, responses received will be reviewed and 
any necessary amends made to the Town Centre Uses Supplementary Planning 
Document. A full Consultation Report will be prepared, which will outline how 
responses received have been addressed. The final document will then be 
considered by Knowsley Council for adoption. If adopted, it will be used to 
determine any planning applications for development within retail centres in the 
borough.  
 
9. How can I contact the Council to find out more? 
 
You can contact the Council to find out more on: 
 

• Email: localplan@knowsley.gov.uk  
• Telephone: 0151 443 2326 
• Post:  Local Plan Team, Knowsley Council, Nutgrove Building, Second Floor, 

 Westmorland Road, Huyton, Knowsley, L36 6GA (postage required)  
 
TypeTalk: 18001 0151 443 2326 
 
10. Can I get the information in different formats? 
 
If you would like any of the information published relating to the Town Centre Uses 
Supplementary Planning Document in a different format (e.g. different language, 
large print), please contact the Council Customer Services on 0151 443 4031 or 
email customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk. 
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